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Vatican Government is only about four hundred thousand
pounds per annum, it meant that the Pope was now in the
position to carry on without receiving a penny of income
from any part of the world. It also meant there was a
considerable sum left over with which he could build
and renovate the many offices and libraries connected with
the Vatican.
This money arrived just before the slump: there could
have been no more opportune moment, and it meant also
that at least temporarily the Vatican was clear of American
financial influence. There was, however, another side to
it, and that was the Pope's guarantee not to sell his Italian
Government stock over a number of years. The Pope,
therefore, became interested in the well-being of the new
Italian State to the extent of two billion lire.
From all the wox*ld he received congratulations on what
was considered his great achievement, but the glamour of
a dignified Pope, a prisoner in the Vatican, had gone.
From now on the Pope was an independent sovereign of
a State that could be bombed out of existence in five
minutes by its next-door neighbour.
Previously, nobody could have accused the Pope of
being in league with Italy. But now, surrounded by that
great nation, it seemed almost certain that unless the
Pope took clear action against Italy, he would almost
always be accused of being pro-Italian, and in actual fact,
that is what has happened. From the very first day after
the signing of the Treaty, Mussolini made it quite clear
that he intended to use the Lateran Treaty, and for that
matter the Pope, as something useful for his Italian State.
His remarks in the Chamber on the Treaty were such
that the Pope immediately took exception, and the